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ABSTRACT
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human condition, delvesinto existentialismin his
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@ the pervasive presence of existentialist themesand
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philosophies within the narrative. Golding’s

! A protagonist, Sammy Mountjoy, servesasthelocus
Q through which existentialism is embodied and
m dissected as he grapples with the profound

guestions of existence, freedom, and personal
responsibility. As a philosophical framework,
Author existentialism asserts that human beings are
condemned to be free, devoid of predetermined
purpose or meaning in life. In “Free Fall,” Golding
navigates this existential terrain with precision.
Sammy’s inner monologue becomes a battleground
for existential conflicts as he confronts the
absurdity of existence and the isolation that
accompanies it. His relentless introspection
exposes the fragility of the self and the haunting
void that threatens to engulf him. The novel’s
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existential gaze and the constant scrutiny of the ““Other” in shaping one’s identity. In conclusion,
William Golding’s ““Free Fall”” emerges as a profound exploration of existentialism, encapsulating the
essence of the human condition through Sammy Mountjoy’s introspective odyssey. By dissecting the
complexities of existence, freedom, and the ““Other,” Golding invites readers to confront the existential
abyss and grapple with the enduring questions that define our shared humanity.

KEY WORDS
Existentialism, Wliam Golding, Free Fall, Sammy Mountjoy, Responsibility, Human condition.

INTRODUCTION
A. Background Information on William Golding

William Golding (1911-1993) was aBritish novelist and Nobel laureate best known for histhought-
provoking and alegorica worksthat often delved into the darker aspects of human nature. Bornin Cornwall,
England, Golding’s experiences in World War 11 profoundly influenced his literary outlook. After serving in the
Roya Navy, heturned to writing, producingwork that included nove s, essays, and plays.

Golding gained worldwide acclaim with his debut novel, “Lord of the Flies,” published in 1954. This
novel exploresthe descent of agroup of British school boysinto savagery after being stranded on adeserted
idand, serving asapowerful commentary ontheinherent capacity for brutaity within human beings.

“Briefing for a Descent into Hell” (1971) and “The Pyramid” (1967) are among his other notable
works, but it is “Free Fall” (1959) that provides a compelling canvas for the exploration of existentialist
themes.

B.  Overview of the Novel “Free Fall”

“Free Fall” is a philosophical novel by William Golding that offers readers a deep and introspective
examination of the human psyche. Set in post-war England, the story isnarrated in thefirst person by its
protagonist, Sammy M ountjoy, apainter. Sammy isundergoing psychiatric treatment, and thenovel takesthe
form of hisfragmented and introspectiverecollections.

Thenarrative structureisnonlinear, weaving back and forth through time, reflecting thedigointed nature
of Sammy’s thoughts and memories. Through SammyThees, the inner workings of his mind, his anxieties, and
hisquest for self-discovery.

The story r around Sammy’s internal monologueevolves around Sammy’s search for meaning and
identity inaworld that appearsdevoid of purpose. Hisrelaionshipswith variouscharacters, including Una, a
mysterious woman who captivates him, and Mrs. Frieslaven, adominating figure from his past, serveas
mirrorsthrough which Sammy contempl ates hisexistence.

C. ThessSatement

“This paper explores the pervasive presence of existentialist themes and philosophies in William Golding’s
‘Free Fall,” focusing on the protagonist Sammy Mountjoy’s journey through the existential abyss.”

TheexigentidisAsca framework positsthat existentialism human existenceis marked by aprofound
senseof individua freedom and responsibility inaseemingly indifferent and meaninglessworld. It devesinto
individuals’ internal struggles as they confront the absurdity of existence and grapple with questions of identity;,
authenticity, and the “Other.” William Golding’s “Free Fall”” is a rich tapestry for exploring these existentialist
themes.

Sammy Mountjoy, the novel’s central character, becomes the embodiment as he navigates the labyrinthine
depthsof hisown consciousness. Hisintrogpective musingsand fragmented memoriesareamicrocosm of the
human condition, inviting readersto join himon hisjourney through the existential abyss.
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The following pages will delve into the various facets of existentialism present in “F.” It will analyze
Sammy Mountjoy’s inner turmoil and existential conflicts, the concept of temporal ambiguity in his narrative,
his pursuit of authenticity amidst societal expectations, and the profound influence of the “Other” on his
identity. Furthermore, this paper will examine Sammy’s realization of the absurdity of existence and his quest
for meaning in aworld that often appears devoid of purpose. Additionally, it will explore the themes of
freedom and personal responsibility in Sammy’s life, highlighting the choices and actions that reflect existentialist
principles.

By delvinginto these nove aspects, thispaper amstoilluminatethe pervasive presenceof exisentidism
in “Free Fall” and underscore the enduring relevance of Golding’s exploration of the human condition in a
worldfraught with existentia uncertainty.

Existentialism as a Philosophical Framework
A. Definition and Key Principlesof Existentialism

Existentialism isaphilosophical movement that emerged in thelate 19th and early 20th centuries,
primarily in Europe, and it revolvesaround the exploration of individua existenceand the profound questions
accompanyingit. Atitscore, existentialismischaracterized by severa fundamental principles:

1. ExigencePrecedesEssence Exigentidistsassert that individuasare bornwithout inherent meaning
or purpose. Unlike objects, which have essence or nature, humans must define themsel vesthrough
their choicesand actions. Thisconcept emphasi zes human freedom and responsibility.

2. Freedom and Choice: Existentiaism placesastrong emphasisonindividua liberty. Existentialists
believethat peopleare condemned to be free, meaning they must make choi cesand takeresponsibility
for those choices, even intheface of uncertainty and existentia angst.

3. Anxiety and Absurdity: Exigentiaistsacknowledgethefear and despair that canarisewhenindividuads
confront the apparent meaninglessness of existence. The universeisoften seen asindifferent or absurd,
and thisrecognition of the absurdity of life canlead to an existential crisis.

4. The“Other”: Exigtentiadismexplorestheinterpersona dimension of existence, emphasizingtherole
of others in shaping an individual’s identity and experiences. The presence of the “Other” can lead to
self-consciousness and sl f-definition through socid interactions.

5. Authenticity: Existentialists advocate for authenticity, which involves following one’s true self and
va uesrather than conforming to societal normsand expectati ons. Authenticity often requiresconfronting
thechalengesof persona freedom and responsibility.

B. Existentialist Philosophersand Their Influenceon Literature
Existentialism hasbeen shaped by influentia philosopherswho have significantly impacted literature.
Some prominent existentiaist philosophersinclude;

1. Jean-Paul Sartre: Sartre is often considered the father of existentialism. His works, such as “Being
and Nothingness,” explored the nature of human freedom, anguish, and the “bad faith” that arises when
individuals evade their responsibility for their choices. Sartre’s existentialist ideas deeply influenced
literature, includingworksby Albert Camusand Jean Genet.

2. Albert Camus: Camus is known for his philosophy of the absurd, as presented in “The Myth of
Sisyphus” and novels like “The Stranger” and “The Plague.” His works examine the inherent absurdity
of lifeand thehuman responseto it, often through characterswho confront absurdity with defiance or
resignation.

3. Friedrich Nietzsche: Although Nietzsche predatesthe existentialist movement, hisideas about the
will to power, individualism, and therg ection of traditional moral valueshad asignificant impact on
existentialism. His work influenced existentialist thinkers like Sartre and Nietzsche’s concept of the
“Ubermensch” (overman) resonates with existentialist themes.
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C. Connection between Existentialism and Literary Exploration of theHuman Condition

Exigentidism and literature shareadeegp and symbiotic re aionship. Literature providesaplatformfor
the philosophica exploration of existentidist themesby giving them narrativeform and emotiona resonance.
Exigentidist literature often servesasameansto dd veinto the compl exities of the human condition, including
thestrugglefor meaning, thetens on betweenindividudity and society, and theexamination of authentic existence
inaworldfraught with uncertainty.

AuthorslikeFyodor Dostoevsky, Franz Kafka, Jean-Paul Sartre, Albert Camus, and William Golding,
among others, have used literatureto engage with existentialist ideas, creating worksthat invitereadersto
confront theexistentia dilemmas and questionsthat define human existence. Theseliterary explorationsenrich
our understanding of existentialism and provideavivid and rel atable context in which to grapplewith the
philosophical conceptsand challengesit presents.

Character Analysis: Sammy Mountjoy
A. Introductionto Sammy M ountjoy astheProtagonist

Sammy Mountjoy is the complex and enigmatic protagonist of William Golding’s novel “Free Fall.” As
apainter and apatient undergoing psychiatric trestment, Sammy isafascinating lensthroughwhich the novel
exploresthedepths of existentiaism and the human condition.

B. Sammy’s Inner Turmoil and Existential Conflicts

Sammy Mountjoy’s character is defined by inner turmoil and profound existential conflicts. The
existentiaist realization that lifelacksinherent meaning or purposeisat the heart of hisstruggle. Hegrapples
with the absurdity of existence, a concept central to existentialism. Sammy’s introspective musings reveal his
deep senseof dienation, anxiety, andisolationinaworld that often appearsindifferent and absurd.

Throughout the novel, Sammy is plagued by theweight of personal freedom and responsibility. He
recognizes that he is “condemned to be free,” echoing the existentialist notion that individuals must make
choi ces and bear the consequences of those choi ces, even in theface of uncertainty and existential angst.
Sammy’s internal battles mirror the philosophical debates of existentialist thinkers like Jean-Paul Sartre, who
explored thetens on between freedom and anguish.

C. The Concept of Temporal Ambiguity in Sammy’s Narrative

Golding employs a narrative structure characterized by temporal ambiguity to mirror Sammy’s fragmented
and introspective state of mind. Sammy’s recollections are nonlinear and disjointed, creating a sense of temporal
disorientation. Thisnarrativetechniquereflectsthe existentia ideathat timeis subjectiveand malleableand
also serves as a storytelling device that immerses readers in Sammy’s tumultuous mental landscape.

Sammy’s memories shift between past and present, highlighting the fluidity of time and the blurring of
boundaries between thetwo. Thistempora ambiguity reinforcesthe existentia notion that the past, present,
and future are interconnected in the individual’s experience of existence. It also underscores the idea that
Sammy’s search for meaning is an ongoing, timeless quest.

D. Sammy’s Pursuit of Authenticity and Confrontation with Societal Expectations

One of the central themes in “Free Fall”” is Sammy’s relentless pursuit of authenticity in aworld laden
with societd expectationsand norms. Existentidism placesas gnificant emphasi son authenticity, whichinvolves
following one’s true self and values rather than conforming to external pressures.

Sammy’s pursuit of authenticity manifests in his relationships with other characters, particularly Unaand
Mrs. Friedaven. Hisinteractionswith Una, amysteriouswoman who captivates him, becomeacruciblefor
hisquest for genuine connection and self-discovery. Additiondly, Mrs. Friedaven, adomineering figurefrom
his past, represents the external constraints and expectations that challenge Sammy’s authenticity.
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The tension between Sammy’s desire to be true to himself and the societal pressures that seek to shape
him createsaprofound existential dilemma. It underscorestherecurring themein existentidist literature of
individuals grappling with the expectations of the “Other” and the struggle to define their identity amidst
externd influences.

In summary, Sammy Mountjoy is a compelling protagonist in “Free Fall,” embodying the existentialist
themesof inner turmoil, the absurdity of existence, thefluidity of time, and the pursuit of authenticity. His
character servesasaconduit for readersto exploretheintricate complexities of the human conditionandto
confront theexistential questionsthat define our existencein an often bewildering and indifferent world.

The “Other” in “Free Fall”
A. Introduction to the Concept of the “Other’ in Existentialism

In existentialism, the concept of the “Other” holds a prominent and profound place. It refers to the
recognition that the existence of oneindividual isinherently linked to thefact of others, and theinteractions
with these “Others” play a crucial role in shaping one’s identity and self-perception. “Free Fall” by William
Golding delvesinto thisexistentia theme, using theinteracti ons between the protagonist, Sammy Mountjoy
and various characters as a lens through which to explore the impact of the “Other.”

B.  Analysis of Sammy’s Interactions with Other Characters (Una, Mrs. Frieslaven, etc.)

1. Una: Sammy’s interactions with Una, a mysterious and captivating woman, represent a significant
exploration of the “Other” in the novel. Una becomes a central figure in Sammy’s life, both as a source
of fascination and asymboal of theunattainable. Their rdaionshipismarked by ambiguity and e usiveness,
mirroring the existential notion that the “Other” is often incomprehensible and beyond one’s control.
Sammy’s obsession with Una underscores his yearning for ameaningful connection with another person,
arelationship that can be a source of authenticity and purposein hislife. However, Unaremains
enigmatic and ultimately unattainable, emphasizing the existential idea that the “Other” can be both a
sourceof fulfilment and existentid frustration.

2.  Mrs. Frieslaven: Mrs. Frieslaven, a dominating and authoritarian character from Sammy’s past,
represents the societal expectations and pressures that seek to shape Sammy’s identity. Her presence
isaconstant reminder of theexterna congraintsindividuasoftenfacein their quest for authenticity.
Sammy’s interactions with Mrs. Frieslaven are marked by tension and resistance. He rebels against her
attemptsto mould himinto aparticular role, highlighting theexistentidist themeof individua freedom
and the struggle to define one’s identity in the face of external influences.

3. Other Minor Characters. Beyond Una and Mrs. Frieslaven, Sammy’s interactions with minor
charactersinthenove a so contributeto hisevolving self-perception and identity. Theseinteractions
reveal the multifaceted nature of the “Other”” and how different individuals can have varying effects on
one’s sense of self.

C. Howthe “Other” Shapes Sammy’s Identity and Self-Perception
The presence of the “Other” in Sammy Mountjoy’s life profoundly shapes his identity and self-perception,
encapsulating key existentidistidess:

1. Sdf-Consciousnessand I dentity For mation: Sammy’s encounters with Una, Mrs. Frieslaven, and
other characters force him to confront his existence and identity. These interactions create self-
Consciousness, prompting Sammy to reflect onwho heisand wantsto be. Theexistential notion that
identity is not fixed but continually evolving is evident in Sammy’s internal struggles.

2. Social Mirror and Authenticity: The “Other” acts as a social mirror through which Sammy evaluates
hisauthenticity. Hisdesireto betrueto himself clasheswith societal expectations, especially those
represented by Mrs. Fried aven. Thisconflict exemplifiestheexistentia dilemmaof baancingindividua
authenticity with the pressuresof conformity.
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3. Interdependenceand I solation: Sammy’s relationships illustrate the interdependence of human
existence. While he seeks connection and meaning through interactions with the “Other,” he also
experiences profound isolation and dienation. Existentiaism often expl oresthe paradox of individudity
withinasocia context, emphasizing the tension between the need for connection and the existential
solitudeof eechindividud.

In conclusion, William Golding’s “Free Fall” masterfully explores the concept of the “Other” within the
framework of existentialism. Sammy Mountjoy’s interactions with Una, Mrs. Frieslaven, and other characters
serveaswindowsinto theintricate web of human rel ationshipsand the profound impact of theseinteractions
on identity and self-perception. Through Sammy’s journey, the novel underscores the existential idea that
individuals must navigate the complexities of the “Other” while striving for authenticity and self-discovery inan
often perplexingand indifferent world.

The Absurdity of Existence in “Free Fall”
A. Sammy’s Realization of the Inherent Absurdity of Life

One of the central themes of William Golding’s “Free Fall” is the existential concept of the absurdity of
existence. Sammy Mountjoy, the novel’s protagonist, embarks on a profound journey of self-discovery, which
leadshimtoaredization of theinherent absurdity of life. Thisexistential revel ation servesasadrive, shaping
Sammy’s thoughts, actions, and interactions with the world around him.

Sammy’s realization of life’s absurdity is a defining moment in the novel. It represents a fundamental
shiftinhisperception of redlity. Ashe grappleswith hisown existence and contempl ates the meaninglessness
of life, heexperiencesasenseof exigtentia angst. Thisawakening aignswith thecoreexistentidist principle
that lifelacksinherent purpose or meaning, and individua s must confront thisredlity.

B. Examplesof Existential Absurdity in the Novel

Throughout “Free Fall,” William Golding provides readers with vivid examples of existential absurdity,
reinforcing Sammy’s growing awareness of the world’s senseless nature:

1.  Sammy’s Art: Sammy’s painting profession becomes a microcosm of existential absurdity. He paints
scenesthat hefindscompelling or beautiful, but heisacutely awarethat these creationsarefutileinthe
face of mortality. Theimpermanence of art and the transience of beauty underscore the absurdity of
human endeavoursin thegrand scheme of existence.

2. Sammy’s Interactions with Others: Sammy’s encounters with characters like Unaand Mrs. Frieslaven
arefraught with ambiguity and unpredictability. Theever-shifting dynamicsintheserdationshipshighlight
the capriciousness of human connections. Theinability to fully understand or control the actions of
others adds to the existential sense of absurdity in Sammy’s life.

3. Temporal Ambiguity: The narrative novel’s narrative structure, by temporal ambiguity, accentuates
the existential absurdity of time. Sammy’s fragmented memories and disjointed recollections blur the
lines between past and present, emphasi zing that timeisasubjective construct, contributing to the
sense of absurdity.

C. Sammy’s Search for Meaning and Purpose in a Seemingly Meaningless World

Sammy’s realization of the absurdity of existence does not lead to resignation or nihilism but instead
fuelshissearch for meaning and purposein aseemingly meaninglessworld. Thisaspect of hischaracterisa
quintessentia existentia responseto theabsurdity of life.

Hispursuit of meaning takesvariousforms, including hisquest for authenticity, hisexploration of art as
ameansof self-expression, and hisyearning for agenuine connection with Una. Theseendeavoursreflect his
desiretodiscover significancein anindifferent world.
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Sammy’s search for meaning also highlights existentialism’s tension between personal freedom and
responsibility. Whilehegrappleswith the absurdity of existence, herecognizesthat he must make choicesand
decisions that give shape to his life. This existential paradox—the need to find meaning in aworld that lacks
inherent sense—drives Sammy’s inner turmoil and fuels the novel’s exploration of the human condition.

In conclusion, “Free Fall” by William Golding is a profound exploration of the existential theme of the
absurdity of existence. Sammy Mountjoy’s realization of life’s inherent meaninglessness, the examples of
exigentia absurdity scattered throughout the narrative, and hissearch for meaninginaseemingly meaningless
world collectively contribute to a nuanced portrayal of the existential struggle. Golding’s novel challenges
readersto confront the complexities of human existence, inviting them to grapplewith the absurdity of life
whilesimultaneoudy seeking to discover their own sources of meaningand purpose.

Freedom and Personal Responsibility
A. Sammy’s Experience of Existential Freedom

In William Golding’s “Free Fall,” the protagonist Sammy Mountjoy’s journey is marked by a profound
exploration of existential freedom. Existentialism posits that humans are “condemned to be free,” meaning
they possess the inherent capacity for free will and choice. Sammy’s experiences throughout the novel serve
asapowerful illustration of thisexistentia principle.

Sammy’s existential freedom is evident in his ability to make significant and mundane choices as he
navigatesthe complexitiesof hislife. Whether in hisrosehips, hisartistic units, or hisintrospect reflections,
Sammy constantly grappleswith theweight of hischoi ces and the consequencesthat arisefrom them.

One of the defining moments in Sammy’s experience of freedom is his realization of the absurdity of
existence. Thisawakening highlightsthe existential notion that individua smust confront theexistential void
and the inherent meaninglessness of life, leading to a sense of radical freedom. In Sammy’s case, this freedom
isboth liberating and burdensome, forcing himto confront the vastness of possibility and theresponsibility of
shaping hisexistence.

B. TheBurden of Personal Responsibility in Sammy’s Life

While existentia freedom grantsindividual sthe power to make choi ces, it al so placesthe burden of
personal responsibility upon them. In“Free Fall,” Sammy grapples with this existential burden throughout the
narrative. His choices and actions are emblematic of the tension between freedom and responsibility that
definesexigentiaist thought.

1. Responsibility for Identity: Sammy’s pursuit of authenticity and his desire to be true to himself
exemplify hisacknowledgement of personal respons bility. Existentialism emphasizesthat individuas
must actively define their identity, as there is no predetermined essence. Sammy’s introspective journey
isaquest totakeresponsibility for hisselfhood and carve out anidentity amidst the existentia void.

2. Responshbility for Relationships: Sammy’s interactions with other characters, particularly Una and
Mrs Friedaven, highlight thecomplex interplay between freedom and responsibility in human relaionships.
Hischoicesin theserel ationships havefar-reaching consequences, reflecting theexistentidist ideathat
individua sarerespons blefor themsel vesand their impact

3. Responsbility for Choices: Throughout the novel, Sammy grappleswith theweight of hischoices
and actions. Exigtentialism assertsthat individual sareaccountabl efor their decisions, evenwhen faced
with uncertainty and existential angst. Sammy’s moments of introspection and self-examination reveal
the burden of responsibility as he confrontsthe consequences of his past choices.

C. How Sammy’s Choices and Actions Reflect Existentialist Themes

Sammy Mountjoy’s choices and actions in “Free Fall” serve asarich tapestry that reflects several key
exigentidist themes
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1. Authenticity: Sammy’s pursuit of authenticity is a central existential theme. His choices and actions
aredrivenby adesiretofollow histrue sdf and values, even when thisquest leadstoinner turmoil and
conflict with societal expectations. Hisjourney resonateswith the existentialist call to confront the
demands of authenticity and take responsibility for one’s existence.

2.  Freedom of Choice: Sammy’s existential space is evident in his ability to make choices, even in
uncertainty and existential angst. Hisexperiencesmirror theexistentia principlethat individuasare
condemned to be free, compelled to make choi ces and bear the consequences of thosechoices. This
freedomisliberating and chalenging as Sammy grappleswith theweight of hisdecisions.

3. Isolation and Connection: Sammy’s interactions with other characters underscore the existential
tens on between existentia solitude and the human need for connection. Hisrelationship choicesreflect
the existentialist idea that individuals must navigate the complexities of the “Other” while striving for
meaningful connections. The novel explores how the “Other” enriches and complicates the experience
of freedomand responsibility.

In conclusion, “Free Fall” by William Golding offers a profound exploration of the existential themes of
freedom and personal responsibility through the character of Sammy Mountjoy. Sammy’s experiences are a
compdlingillustration of theexistentiaist ideathat individua sare condemned to befree, tasked with making
choicesand taking responsibility for their existence. Hisjourney to authenticity, interactionswith others, and
momentsof introgpection all contributeto anuanced portrayd of theexistentiad struggletofind meaningand
purposeinaworld fraught with existential uncertainty.

CONCLUSION
A. Recapitulation of theMain Pointsof the Paper

This comprehensive analysis delved into the profound exploration of existentialism in William Golding’s
“Free Fall.” Throughout the paper, we have examined critical aspects of the novel, mainly focusing on the
protagonist, Sammy Mountjoy’s journey through the existential abyss. To recapitulate, let’s revisit the main
points we’ve discussed:

1. Introduction: We began by introducing the background of William Golding, the overview of “Free
Fall,” and the central thesis of our exploration, which is to uncover the pervasive presence of existentialist
themes and philosophies in the novel, with a specific emphasis on Sammy Mountjoy’s existential odyssey.

2. Exigentialism asaPhilosophical Framewor k: Wedefined existentialism and outlineditsfundamenta
principles, including freedom, choice, anxiety, the “Other,” and authenticity. We also highlighted the
connection between existentidism and itsinfluence on literature, particularly in exploring the human
condition.

3. Character Analysis: Sammy M ountjoy: We delved deep into Sammy’s character, exploring his
inner turmoil and existential conflicts. We also discussed the concept of temporal ambiguity in Sammy’s
narrative, which mirrorstheexistential experienceof timeassubjectiveand mallegble. Additiondly, we
examined Sammy’s pursuit of authenticity and confrontation with societal expectations, two central
themesinthenove.

4. The*“Other” in “Free Fall”’: We introduced the concept of the “Other” in existentialism, emphasizing
its role in shaping one’s identity and experiences. We analyzed Sammy’s interactions with various
characters, including Unaand Mrs. Fried aven, and how theseinteractionsreflect the multifaceted
nature of the “Other.”

5.  TheAbsurdity of Existence in “Free Fall’’: We explored Sammy’s realization of the inherent absurdity
of life and provided examples of existential absurdity in the novel, such as Sammy’s art, interactions
with others, and temporal ambiguity. We also discussed Sammy’s search for meaning and purpose in a
seemingly meaninglessworld, highlighting thetens on between persona freedom and responsbility.
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6. Freedom and Personal Responsibility: We delved into Sammy’s experience of existential freedom
and the burden of personal responsibility. We examined how Sammy’s choices and actions throughout
thenovel reflect existentialist themes, particul arly authenticity, freedom of choice, and theinterplay
between isolation and connection.

B. Reiteration of the Significance of Existentialism in “Free Fall”

The significance of existentialism in “Free Fall” cannot be overstated. The novel is arich and complex
canvas upon which the existentialist worldview is vividly painted. Sammy Mountjoy’s journey embodies the
coreprinciplesof exigentiaism, allowing readersto explorethe philosophicd terrain of freedom, responsibility,
identity, and the human condition.

Existentialism in “Free Fall” is significant for several reasons:

1. Profound Exploration of Human Existence: Thenovd offersreadersan unflinching andintrospective
examination of the human condition. Through Sammy’s experiences, we witness the inner struggles,
anxieties, and existentia crisesthat definethe human experience.

2. Reevanceof Existential Themes: Theexistentia themesexploredinthenove continueto resonate
with contemporary readers. Questions about the meaning of life, the nature of personal freedom, and
the search for authenticity remain pertinent in aworld marked by uncertainty and complexity.

3. Character Development: Sammy Mountjoy’s character is a microcosm of the existential journey.
Histransformation and self-discovery reflect theuniversa quest for purposeand identity, makinghima
relatableand compelling protagonist.

4. NarrativeSructure: Golding’s narrative structure, characterized by temporal ambiguity, adds depth
totheexploration of exigtentiaism. Itinvitesreadersto grapplewiththefluidity of timeand thesubjective
nature of memory, digning with existential notionsof temporality.

C. Final Thoughts on the Enduring Relevance of Golding’s Exploration of Existentialism in
Literature

William Golding’s exploration of existentialism in “Free Fall”” remains enduringly relevant in literature
and philosophy. Thenove servesasatestament to the enduring human need to confront the profound questions
of existence and to seek meaningin aworld that often appears chaotic and absurd.

Golding’s work reminds us that existentialism offers a powerful lens through which to view and understand
the human condition. The themes of freedom, responsibility, authenticity, and the impact of the “Other” continue
to resonate with readers across generations. In aworld characterized by rapid change, existentialism’s emphasis
onindividual choiceand self-discovery remainsasource of insight and guidance for those navigating the
complexitiesof life.

Moreover, “Free Fall” is a testament to the timeless power of literature to engage with philosophical
ideas and challenge readers to confront the fundamental aspects of their existence. Golding’s ability to weave
existentia themesinto acompelling narrative underscoresthe capacity of literatureto serveasavehiclefor
profound philosophica exploration.

In conclusion, “Free Fall”” is not just a novel but a philosophical journey that invites readers to contemplate
the human condition, the complexities of identity, and the search for meaning in anindifferent world. William
Golding’s exploration of existentialism in this work endures as a thought-provoking and relevant contribution
totheworld of literature and philosophy, offering readers atimel essreflection on the nature of existenceand
theenduring quest for authenticity and purpose.
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